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DIRAELZ-D DL LTHFTE %, HIMES D n
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A Chronological Study of Chinese Jade Scabbard Slides (Wexz)

Kosuke Sakagawa*

This paper aims at analyzing changing process of Chinese scabbard slides called “we: (¥%) ",
through reviewing Trousdale’s study, which had deep influence on studies of ancient swords around the
Eurasian Continent with an overwhelming number of examples published before the number of
archaeological excavations rapidly increased in China.

Wei themselves emerged around the Late Spring and Autumn Period and became basic sword
equipment in the Han Dynasty, and in addition, their usage influenced that of the other parts of the
Continent around the end of the 1st millennium BC. We: are important artifacts in considering cultural
interactions of the areas, but systematic studies about we: are few after Trousdale’s study, although the
situation of the study dramatically changed.

This study tries to make a data base of we: reported by archaeological excavations in China and
reviewed Trousdale’s typology and chronology based on that. This study focuses on wei's side shapes,
classifies them especially based on their short hook at one end, and checks their changing process by
analyzing their long hook at the other end. Similarly, this paper considers changing process of Wer's
decorations based on that of shapes.

As a result, this study concludes that almost all Wer's shapes rapidly derived by the era of Wu D:
(®7%7) at first, and variation of their decorations drastically changed after the era of Zhao Di (BE7F)
after that, and finished the changing process at the end of the Western Han Dynasty. The people
continued using we:, but both shapes and decorations hardly changed after the Xin Dynasty.

In addition, this paper considers reusing old wer’'s. It was possible that some old wei's were picked
up and added a new decoration or used in another way, but such examples are not so many and the span

until reusing were probably not so long.

*Shimane University
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